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ACTS AMENDMENT (ASSAULTS ON POLICE OFFICERS) BILL 2008 
Second Reading 

Resumed from 9 April. 

MR R.F. JOHNSON (Hillarys) [4.05 pm] — in reply: I thought more members were going to speak on this bill, 
particularly the member for Yokine. I apologise if I misunderstood; he does not need to raise a point of order.  

As the member with carriage of this bill, I thank all members who have made a contribution to this debate. Some 
of their comments have been very interesting. It is, of course, normal for members on this side of the house to 
support a private member’s bill, and this bill was introduced by me on behalf of the Liberal Party.  

The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr A.P. O’Gorman): Order! Even though the member for Hillarys usually has 
quite a big voice, it is rather difficult to hear him from the chair; therefore, it must be difficult for Hansard. If 
members must have a conversation, I ask that they take it outside.  

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: Thank you, Mr Acting Speaker. I am told by those people who care about me that I have a 
rather soft, subtle, sexy voice! That is different from what members opposite might say.  

I reiterate that it is quite normal for comments from this side of the house on legislation introduced by the 
opposition to be supportive. We believe strongly that something needs to be put in place to ensure the safety and 
wellbeing of our police officers. We on this side of the house are sick to death of our police officers being used 
as punching bags and of the courts not imposing the sorts of penalties that should be imposed on the offenders.  

I feel confident that members of the Labor Party will support my bill 100 per cent. I am assuming that the 
members of the Labor Party support our police officers and will support a bill that will help to protect them. 
Once again, I say that this bill was drafted in conjunction with the WA Police Union of Workers and police 
officers—not the Minister for Police and Emergency Services, but the police officers themselves and the police 
union. The Acts Amendment (Assaults on Police Officers) Bill 2008 is what they want. They believe, as do 
members opposite, that it will afford some protection to police officers, and act as a great deterrent to people 
who continually want to kick, bite, spit at or knife our police officers in whatever sort of disgracefully violent 
way it might be. This bill will act as a deterrent. No doubt, once again, government support for our police 
officers will be found wanting. I feel confident that the government will not support this bill, although I would 
like to think it would because members opposite have enough respect for, a conscience about and a caring 
attitude towards our police officers. I wanted to bring on this bill for debate because if the government opposes 
it, I want the people of Western Australia to know exactly what the government’s attitude is to the protection of 
our police officers.  

I do not intend to waste any more of the time of the house going over comments I or members opposite have 
made previously. I now recall the member for Yokine making a contribution, which, for the most part, was very 
supportive. However, if my memory serves me right, he felt that there is a different way of doing things.  

Mr M.J. Cowper: I think that his attitude might have changed since then. 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: It might well have done because he was a government member at the time. Now that he is 
an Independent member, I would like to think that he thinks more independently and that he would support this 
bill because this is what his former colleagues want. All the police officers and the Western Australian Police 
Union want this bill to get up today. The Minister for Police and Emergency Services is smiling at me but that is 
the devil’s smile because he knows that he will not vote for it. He will use the government’s numbers to knock 
off this bill so that there will not be any minimum mandatory sentences for serious assaults on our police 
officers. The fact that the minister will not support this bill shows a great disregard by the minister for the 
officers under his portfolio. He will rue the day that he used the government’s numbers in this chamber to defeat 
a bill that would provide a serious deterrent against people who continually abuse our police officers. 

Things have not changed. Each year up to four officers a day are assaulted by the thugs in our society and the 
government has done nothing at all to address that. It has only increased the maximum sentence for that type of 
offence from 10 to 14 years. That will not work because the judiciary never hands out those sentences. The 
judiciary has never given 10-year sentences for assaults against police officers in the past and it is unlikely that it 
will hand down 14-year sentences in the future. 
I appreciate the comments that members have made and I live in sincere hope that some government members 
who care about the police officers in their electorates will cross the floor and vote with the opposition. I sincerely 
hope they do that because I can assure members that everyone who lives in the Labor Party’s electorates will be 
told about the amount of support the local member has given to protect our police officers, who do a tremendous 
job. Once again, I thank members who have shown a commitment to this bill and I am very disappointed in those 
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members who have not. I will be very disappointed in those members who vote against the second reading of 
this bill. 
Question put and a division taken with the following result — 

Ayes (18) 

Mr M.J. Birney Dr K.D. Hames Mr A.J. Simpson Ms S.E. Walker 
Mr T.R. Buswell Mr R.F. Johnson Mr G. Snook Dr J.M. Woollard 
Mr G.M. Castrilli Mr J.E. McGrath Dr S.C. Thomas Dr G.G. Jacobs (Teller) 
Mr M.J. Cowper Mr C.C. Porter Mr M.W. Trenorden  
Mr J.H.D. Day Mr D.T. Redman Mr T.K. Waldron  

Noes (27) 

Mr P.W. Andrews Mr J.N. Hyde Mr A.D. McRae Mr T.G. Stephens 
Mr A.J. Carpenter Mr J.C. Kobelke Mrs C.A. Martin Mr D.A. Templeman 
Dr E. Constable Mr F.M. Logan Mr M.P. Murray Mr P.B. Watson 
Mr J.B. D’Orazio Ms A.J.G. MacTiernan Mr P. Papalia Mr M.P. Whitely 
Dr J.M. Edwards Mr J.A. McGinty Ms J.A. Radisich Mr B.S. Wyatt 
Ms D.J. Guise Mr M. McGowan Mr E.S. Ripper Mr S.R. Hill (Teller) 
Mrs J. Hughes Ms S.M. McHale Mrs M.H. Roberts  

            

Pairs 

 Mr G.A. Woodhams Ms M.M. Quirk 
 Ms K. Hodson-Thomas Mr J.R. Quigley 

Independent Pair 

Mr R.C. Kucera 

Question thus negatived. 
Bill defeated. 
 


